  Three-Chord Tricks in DADGAD Tuning

I spent a few weeks last year recording with the brilliant Lesley McGough ( ex-Garva) Lesley was intrigued by the chord voicing’s that I was getting during some of the tracks, and so over the many compulsory cups of tea that all decent recording sessions turn into, the following impromptu introduction to DADGAD came about. This collaboration has resulted in Lesley also adding vocals to some of John’s  (Renbourn ) recordings recently, and we are looking forward to working on several joint projects together in the future.

Just on a technical point, I did once go to a recording session where there was no tea, but everyone played crap, however I digress. Rock and roll; alcohol and drugs. Folkies; cups of tea, and McVitie’s digestives please.  Anyway, before Chris takes his editorial knife to this ramble down the memory lane of my misspent youth, quickly back to teaching guitar.

The notation and tab are no more than starting points in this lesson.  You’ll have much more fun exploring the tuning if you just improvise some picking or strumming of your own around the chord shapes. For the classically trained / technically minded, the chord names here are generic rather than use the specific chord extensions such as suspended 4th’s ect. There should be enough here to keep prospective songwriters / accompanist’s happy for months.

Study notes -:

Bars 1-4       Simple one finger chords

Bars 5-9    Introducing E minor to enable you to add some colour to the first                exercise. Please finger the chord as shown as this will enable you to change chords far more quickly as you get into the following exercises.

Bars 9-12   Some fuller chords. I use these when I’m accompanying fiddle players 

Bars 13-16 
Introducing B minor

If you go to my web site you can hear the progressions and slow them down / speed them up.

Note-:

Thank you for the amount of the “hits” that the site has had since the last issue, and for all the e-mails. As I’ve replied to you all individually, I’m working on trying to put some of your requests into lessons.

Cheers

Jim

www.jimronayne.co.uk
