Study 2 Notes -:

Study # 2 introduces DGDGBD otherwise known as Open G tuning

This has to be one of the most versatile open tunings ever. It’s most famously used by Keith Richards of the Rolling Stones, for that distinctive riff / intro for “Brown Sugar” and it’s been used for such diverse songs from Robert Johnson blues to Joni Mitchell’s Gallery. I’ve just used a couple of simple chords here.

My intro to Open G came via a Dave Evans composition called “Mole’s Moan and the Gentle Man Trap” which just about manages to introduce almost every chord inversion possible in this tuning, and Gordon Giltrap’s “Heartsong” which really showcases all the versatility of the tuning in one song! Fond memories of trying to play Heartsong in Keith’s and Linda’s kitchen one evening, with them both adding the percussion track by hitting every table top / pot and pan within hitting distance! (Never got to the end of that one either), the three of us just dissolved into absolute tears of laughter about half way through!

It’s a fabulous tuning for accompaniments and a lot of Joni Mitchell’s early stuff used it extensively. For a really good RH work out using Open G try “The English Dance” by John Renbourn.

