Notes to Si Bheag Si Mhor -:

Enough “exercises” time to learn a nice tune!

Turlough O'Carolan (Toirdhealbhach Ó Cearbhalláin) was born in 1670 near Nobber, County Meath and died March 25, 1738 at the home of his patron Mrs. MacDermott Roe in Alderford, County Roscommon. 

This is said to have been O’Carolan's first song - the piece he wrote after he was urged to take up composition at the first house he ever visited. The title translates as "The little fairy hill and the big fairy hill" and is said to be based upon a local legend about a war between two fairy armies.

Like all guitar players that came up through the clubs through the late 70’s to late 90’s I think that we all played a version of this beautiful O’Carolan tune at some point in time. 

I’ve taken the opportunity to arrange it in DADGAD in this setting to introduce those who have not done so up until now, to cut their DADGAD teeth on this one. 

The tune just invites players to open up and play variations and there are innumerable recorded examples of this out there, in all variety of tunings. By comparison, this is a much, more accessible version, although I hope that once under your fingers, you will make up your own variations on it.

