The Butterfly

Tuning DGDGBbD

(Open G minor)

Arr-: Keith Offord

Keith is possibly most well know on the folk scene for being the guitarist for that much loved trio Manticore who graced the scene some years ago. Shortly after Keith and I met we quickly found we shared a mutual love of the playing of John Renbourn. Little did we know back then that we would end up recording John’s tune The Pelican on my first CD a few years ago. In fact some of the most prestigious reviews that the CD received highlighted Keith’s playing on that particular track.

Keith’s first love has remained the very intricate fingerstyle reminiscent of John’s work and often described as “folk baroque” This particular track is taken from Keith’s CD The Sun Returns (see Keith’s web site for availability) www.keithofford.co.uk 

Keith’s Notes -:

Notes for The Butterfly

This beautiful slip-jig has been credited to fiddler Tommy Potts and is actually two tunes bolted together, section A and B being one while section C is another. They compliment each other well, the slightly unusual progression in the 5th bar giving the overall tune a unique feel.

I have used open G minor DGDGBbD tuning to enable the use of open strings where possible, the end result being much smoother than it might have been otherwise. This tuning is particularly good for Irish jigs and reels, enabling melody lines to be played in the bass with accompaniment on treble strings.

Some of the moves may take a little practice but work well once you have mastered them. For example, the beginning of bar 4 works best with a complete barré at the seventh fret leading to the open D in the top which provides time to come back to a half barré at the second.  

It is advisable to start slowly and then gradually increase the speed of the tune as you gain confidence. It should be delivered with a lilting rhythm, keeping the 9/8 feel.

Keith Offord

