Study Notes -:  Lord Franklin

Tuning -: DADGAD

Here is a straightforward arrangement in DADGAD of what has become something of a “standard” tune around the clubs. This arrangement is built around the RH thumb playing an alternating bass between the 6th and 4th strings which is right up there with Lesson 101 for fingerstyle folk guitar. Modern “guitar lore” traces this pattern back to the “boom chick, boom chick” beat popularised by Merle Travis and Chet Atkins, but I don’t believe either of those two guitar giants actually claimed to have invented it, and the device has been used by both the great blues and ragtime players of the 20’s / 30’s and classical guitar arrangements. 

The DADGAD tuning is attributed to Davey Graham

John Renbourn has arranged a beautiful version of the tune in standard tuning in his instructional DVD “Folk Blues and Beyond” as part of the Stefan Grossman Guitar Workshop series which is well worth checking out.

The first four bars do not even require you to fret a note and therefore has made this arrangement very popular with some of my students! Bar 42 with the hammer-on on the third string is interchangeable with bars 2 and 4. 

For anyone just starting out with fingerstyle folk guitar and coming into this from standard tuning, I would really urge you to stick at this one. If you break it down into sections and learn it slowly, I promise you this really is quite a simple arrangement and exploring it will lead you into all the wonderful sounds that this tuning offers. Googling “DADGAD” will bring up a mind boggling amount of stuff off the net, but here is one that I think is quite good if you download the pdf chord page  www.xs4all.nl/~hspeek/dadgad/
Have fun with this one.

