Study 3 Notes -:

Study 3 introduces DADF#AD otherwise known as Open D tuning

Just type “open D” into google, pour a nice glass of wine and sit back for a few hours…the web seems full of Open D focus groups..!!  There are some lovely almost harp like chords  to be found in this tuning, and they are all out there on the web, after a little “surfing.”

As far as I can remember my own introduction to Open D came when I was learning to play with a bottleneck and learned a little blues called Vestapol blues from an old Kicking Mule album. I think it’s a popular tuning for bottleneck playing, and I seem to remember playing a couple of Robert Johnson and Elmore James pieces that used it back in my blues days. I also, used it extensively when Yve and I raided Joni Mitchell’s early repertoire for material and I ended up using it for Carrie, Big Yellow Taxi amongst others. Using simple 2 or 3 finger chords enables you to get a really “big” sound when used for strumming.

I wrote this little piece to get one of my students used to getting the LH moving up and down the neck against an alternating bass line. Unlike the recording, try not to get the “squeaky” LH finger sounds that I get here !   

