Blues in E

Tuning-:       EADGBE

So, as somewhat of a “controversial” departure for this column here is a tune that is actually in standard tuning (somebody please catch the lady at the back who’s just had an attack of “the vapours”!). 

I caught the blues bug when I was about 16 and didn’t really play anything but blues for about 4 years. My hero’s at the time were Robert Johnson, and Mississippi John Hurt and I dutifully sent off a banker’s draft  to Stefan Grossman in New York for one of the now infamous “Black Patty” tapes.

Study Notes -:

These 3 study notes are marked with boxed numbers above the tablature throughout the piece

1 / Bar 5 & 9

Barre on the first fret and slide up to the second fret to the chord. I’ve written it as a grace note in the notation.

2 / Bar 21 & 25

Start the chord on the 4th fret as per the chord shape shown above the notation, and slide up to the A chord on the 5th fret

3 / Bar 22

The notes on the 2nd string are played by the 4th finger of the LH and sliding between the 7th and 8th frets.

Learn this little study and build it up to speed slowly. There are quite literally thousands of variations of this basic blues out there. Use your imagination and develop your own improvisations on it.

As always a download recording of the tune, and a pdf file of the music are freely available from the lessons page of my website  www.jimronayne.co.uk
Have fun

JR

